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The grave material from Northern areas of Pakistan and the grave types that are
known are unique of their kind. The graves, which have stone circles around them or
sometimes lined with huge blocks of stone are not megaliths in the sense that we

understand them. They are graves of the Aryans who came here in the second
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millennium B.C. The material objects both in bronze and iron as well as ornaments of
conch shell distinguish these people from the Aryans who build their graves in Swat,
Dir, Bajaur and Peshawar valleys. The saucer shaped conch-shells are the most
distinctive and localize them to the northern part of Pakistan. Many links have been
pointed out for connection with the people in the trans-Pamir region. The preference
for ibex and lion again point to the trans-Himalayan region of the North. Although
the study is mostly based on stray finds, they are very telling and lead to only one
conclusion that the builders of these graves can be no other than the ancestors of the
Dards people of the Northern Areass of Pakistan. However, they must be
distinguished from the prehistoric Rock Engravers whose carvings are known from
this very region. These Rocks Engravers were in the hunting stage of life, but the
grave builders were settled people and were familiar with the art of agriculture and
carpentry. They appear to have migrated here from the trans—Pamir region and hence
they appear to have connection with the Aryan speaking people of the North. Perhaps
they may have some historical connection with Turkistan speaking people of the

trans-Pamir region”. Dani, History of Northern Areas of Pakistan, PP: 427-428
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"A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree
without roots." -Marcus Garvey (1887—1940), founder Universal Negro

Improvement Association and African Communities League.
é/t‘fsﬁ_‘arwyydxpg’@)al}“ébJJ!)LU}J’%J{J/,L(}/)M
c«!rCJfbK@l’Lair ”L’/.:/;b(la_ba&’ibf)gr_urtﬁ .:Lfﬁ’)!’ :L“}?wagu:
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Zu}ﬁ(Giuseppe Tucci ) L}fjd}/;’/
“In Darel the first Capital of Swat according to the local tradition or possibly capital
of certain time of Swat the image of Maitreya, about which many adventures and air

travels narrated, has certainly its importance on the expansion of Buddhism in those

parts”1

! Giuseppe, Tucci: Travels of the Tibetan Pilgrims in the Swat valley (Page 218)
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“We know from Herodotus III, 91, that the seventh Satrapes comprised four peoples
that are separately named: Sattagydai, Gandharioi, Dadikai and Apartai. Thus, a
single satrapy includes people of different extraction, belonging to different or may
be also related ethnical entities; some were bound to pay tribute to others to supply
soldiers. The Dadikai are the Dards, the Daradas of the Puranic geographical list, the
Daedalae of Curtius, who— after dealing with the story of Nysa@ (see below p. 40)
and with the orders given by Alexander to Hephaistion and to other generals to go
ahead in order to build the bridge on the Indus—writes “and then he went to

Daedala” (ad regionem, quae Daedala vocatur, VIII, X,1 9) and narrates the events in

that territory against the Assakenoi.’.”
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Swat has no doubt been under the influence of Gandharan culture especially during
the Buddhist period even in later time Uddiyana Swat presents itself, in the different
periods of history with its own petty rulers ( perhaps many of them) or under the
domination of the Kusanas, but it should not be considered as being identical with or

included in Gandhara or in Kapisa, Afghanistan (see below, P.75), though later it lost
its independence to the Turki Shahi®,
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Curtius says that Alexander invaded the Darada (Daedala) country after having
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It is not completely out of place to mention the bronze cauldron with handles and a

projection representing a horse head found in Gilgit.
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Among the Prasun the horse of Imra is of gold( but also the demon as a horse of iron)

and it is the horse who lets the Sun free. A horse is sacrificed in Kushteki near the

Temple of Imra”.
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The graves discovered in Swat were to be attributed to the people against whom

Alexander fought™.
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?® G. Tucci: On Swat Historical and Archaeological Notes (page 186)
*! G. Tucci: On Swat Historical and Archaeological Notes (Page 186)

* G. Tucci: On Swat Historical and Archaeological Notes (Page 172)
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Ui é (~Punjkora Kohistan

Above the terrace-built village a steep path leads up a cliff to the remains of an old
fort. This, the villagers state, was held by their ancestor, Baria, a Kafir or unbeliever in
Islam, who came from Swat when his village, Barikot, there was destroyed by the
invading army of the Mohammedans eight generations ago. This story is confirmed
by the traditions of the Yusafzais who now hold Barikot, in upper Swat, and who gave
me a similar account when I visited them. The site of this old fort, of which the trace
is plainly visible, occupies an exactly similar position to that of the now deserted
houses and forts on the Malakand and Digar passes which connect lower Swat and

Peshawar territory. Those houses and forts the Yusafzais of Swat can only now

S K. Lal; Rivers in Indian mythology and rituals. (Page 45)
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account for by saying that they were built by " Kafirs," and they closely resemble the
many similar ruins in the Talash and Dushkhel valleys of Dir. There can be little
doubt that the Kohistanis are the lineal descendants of the earlier inhabitants of the
lower valleys in Swat and Dir, and it is noticeable that the Dashui Kohistanis still
claim the Dushkhel country of Dir, now in possession of the Yusafzais, as part of their

ancestral property”
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The Gawri Language of Kalam and Dir ”—{'(%/ L.G. Joan Baart oy UU?/.*.’)/’

> S.H. Godfrey: A summer exploration in the Punjkora Kohistan (Page 50)
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u;?gu: Kohistan
The predecessors of the Gawri-speaking people are perhaps the same as the Gauraioi

(Gawri), who inhabited the lower, more fertile parts of Dir from as early as the days
of Panini and Alexander the Great, as mentioned above. In the 11th century AD, the
area was conquered by Afghan troops under Mahmood of Ghazni and the original
population was forced to flee to the remote, mountainous parts of the Panjkora

valley™.
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;1227 U On Alexanders track to the Indus—i (5, Aural Stein -

The account of the several sieges which followed it seems safe to infer that the
Assakenoi, though a brave race, could not have been addicted to those fierce ways of
fighting which make the present Pathan tribes such formidable opponents on their
own ground. This conclusion is fully supported by what I have already noted
regarding the character of the fortified residences found scattered on the hill sides of
Swat and the reliance that the ancient inhabitants of Swat were evidently accustomed
to place upon such means of passive defense. It also agrees well with the racial
characteristics of those people of Dard stock and language whom we know to have
held Swat before the Pathan conquest and remnants of whom I still found living now

in Torwal®’,

:J:‘:Q«t’fwi./lfo?uﬁé_/@w,ﬁ;;;tmgfu;/tffiuf,«}z”:,z}
SSGnzr 28 U7 S L ugdrd SE J“{w’:u‘?fﬁqyg,gﬁ
2 S et ol & 1t et B B 1 e L L

* Juan, Baart; The Gawri language of Kalam and Dir Kohistan (page 3)

*’Sir Aural Stein: On Alexanders track to the Indus (Page 42)
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Setting out from Natthaur ( or Shahur or Tathur) you for six kuroh in direction of
north to Bashkar , which they also called Patrak a large village, giving name to the

darah belonging to race of people known Kohistanis, which race before their

conversation of Islam, used to be styled Spin Kafirs or white clad Unbelievers™
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From Kala Kot you proceed another eight kuroh north, inclining north east as before

to Dawarikha, which is inhabited by Kohistani, and from this place upwards the race

of people called Spin Kafirs or white clad Unbelievers dwell™.

73/.—#’”’”&,&1‘(:’/1&%2,“}%&%@/31
32 Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 228)
* Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 234)
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Kohistani a name also used by the Afghans in the valleys to the westward as for as

Cabul, to denote the districts inhabited by an older race whom they have displaced™*
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** John Biddulph: Tribes of Hindoo Koosh (Page 8)
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These tribes are evidently portions of one of the three Tajzik tribes, namely  :(J¢

o . . .35
Gibari, Matrawi or Mumiali™".
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Five kuroh farther on from thence, having proceeded in the same direction as before
you reach Sa-wa (on one copy Sa-u) and seven kuroh farther on as the large village

of Narisat belonging to the Taj ziks™
el U EUFF il Tl bter 510/ ble U a5
_“LLKUJ?L";?{LIQL@CU?KLZVQ Zins)
gzl e e AL 17
This is an extensive tract of territory inhabited almost exclusively by the Tajzik

race.’
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= Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 237)
% Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 173)

¥ Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 152)
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At the time in question it was known as the place of Atan, which word in the Gibari

language, signifies a council or assembly. The place of Assembly™
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* Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 197)
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The language of Swatis being Dardic. They were not separately named. But

comprised in the denomination of Dards, generically though the Dards were spread

over a very large territory. "’
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“ G. Tucci: On Swat Historical and Archaeological Notes (Page 169)
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The Yusufzis made a forced march during the night preceding the festival day and
connected themselves before the day broke among the ravines and other convenient
place near, fell upon Kazan Shah during the celebration of the festival, slaughtered his

followers and himself, cut offhead and retired.”
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* Major Raverty: Notes on Afghanistan and Baluchistan (Page 232)
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“With the progressive advance of Buddhism towards the North-west, the law spread

widely in Uddiyana, and the monasteries there were so prosperous that the Bhaisagya

Vastu of the Vinaya of the Mulasarvastivada includes several Swat localities in the
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peregrination to the North-west made by the Buddha who flew there in the company

of Vajrapani”.
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On both sides of the river Su-po-fa-su-tu, there are some 1400 old Sangharamas
[Monasteries|. They are now generally waste and desolate; formerly there were some

18000 priests in them, but now gradually they have become less, till now there are

very few.
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The issue of Kalam, occupied by Swat on the night of 14-15 August 1947 became a
bone of contention between the two sides because ‘the Pakistani government refused
to accept its legality . There the issue rested till 1954 when, on 12 February 1954, the
Wali Sahib , signed the first constitution of Swat [State] with the Government of
Pakistan” and the ‘Agreement Regarding Administration of Swat Kohistan (tracts of
Kalam, Ushu and Utrot [Utror|. As a face saving device, it was agreed as a
compromise that the area would remain under the Wali with the powers he had in
Swat State but he would be called Administrator of Kalam and would receive a yearly
allowance Rs. 24,000 for doing the job. The Swat State government thought of

Kalam as a part of the state, but the Government of Pakistan felt that it was only being

administered temporarily by Swat State on their behalf.
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The upper portion of its valley and the drainage area of its effluents as far as down as
the village of Ain, near Baranial [Bahrin], is known by general term of Swat

Kohistan. The inhabitants of Swat Kohistan are Torwals and Garhwis, who are non

Pathan races.
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Swat is divided into two distinct tracts: one, the Swat Kohistan, or mountain country
on the upper reaches of the Swat river and its affluents as far south as Ain; and the
other, Swat proper, which is further subdivided into Bar (Upper) and Kuz (Lower)

Swat, the later extending from Landakai to Kalangai, a few miles above the junction

of the Swat and Panjkora rivers
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From the village of Ain commences Swat proper. The upper portion from there down
to the Landakai spur, five miles above Chakdara, is known as Bar (Upper) Swat,
while the lower portion from Landakai downwards as far as the village of Kalangai is

called Kuz (Lower) Swat.
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The Swat valley is a rich and fertile strip of land between the Ilam range and its
extension westwards, as far as Hazarnao on the south, and the Laram mountains, with
its western and eastern prolongations, the Kamrani and Munjai mountains, on the

north. Its eastern limit is at the Ghorband peak and towards the west at the

Hatmankhail [Utmankhail] hills and Bajawar.
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It is bordered on the North by Chitral State and Gilgit, on the North west by Dir state,
on the South by the District of Mardan on the east by the District of Hazara and on the
West by Malakand Tribal Area of Pakistan. It runs 100 miles from North to South

and 50 miles from East to West at its longest and widest points, with a total area of

400 square miles.
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The actual position today is that the area lying south of Landakai is not referred to as
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Swat. What is called Swat today consists of (I) the valleys lying between Landakai
and Kalam and certain adjacent areas, (1D the valleys of Chamla and Buner which are
separated from the Swat valley by Mount Ilam, (IIT) the mountainous region known
as the Indus Kohistan which is bounded by the river Indus on the one hand, and the
high hills situated to the east of Kalam on the other hand, (IV) Kalam valley which
territorially is not a part of Swat State but is administered by the ruler (Wali) on

behalf of the Government of Pakistan.
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George A. Grierson, Royal Asiatic Society, London, 1929; page 3.

2 Forest Denudation in Kalam Forest Division in Swat: A Mitigation plan;
Zubair Torwali, Bahrain Swat, 2020, page 2

* Torwali: An Account of the Dardic Language of the Swat-Kohistan, Sir
George A. Grierson, Royal Asiatic Society, London, 1929
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* A Typological Profile of Torwali, Wayne A. Lunsford, forthcoming

> Ibid

® Ibid

” Indus and Swat Kohistan-an Ethnographic Survey, (Vol. Il). Fredrik Barth,
1956, page 68, Oslo: Forenede Trykkerier

8 ‘Early Writing in Torwali’. Zubair Torwali’s chapter in the book “Teaching
Writing to Children in Indigenous Languages” edited by Ari Sherris & Joy
Kreeft Pyton. Routledge, New York, 2019, page 44

% Swat: An Afghan Society in Pakistan. Alian Viaro & Inam-ur-Rahim. City
Press and Graduate Institute of Developmental Studies, Geneva. 2002,
page 34

% Early Writing in Torwali’. Zubair Torwali’s chapter in the book “Teaching
Writing to Children in Indigenous Languages” edited by Ari Sherris & Joy
Kreeft Pyton. Routledge, New York, 2019, page 44
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! Zubair Torwali. 2020. Countering the challenges of globalization faced by
endangered languages of North Pakistan. In Peter K. Austin (ed.) Language
Documentation and Description 17, 44- 65. London: EL Publishing. Page 47
2 Ibid

" https://torwali.omeka.net/exhibits/show/torwaliexhibit/community-
response

4 Strengthening Language and Identity: a case of Torwali Language. Zubair
Torwali (2018). Dimension: Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, Vol
Xlll, 2018. Page 22, Link: http://www.dimensionjournal-
group.com/2018/02/journal-publishing-volume-xiii.html
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> https://torwali.omeka.net/exhibits/show/torwaliexhibit/community-
response
'8 http://otd.cle.org.pk/ (retrieved on Dec. 10, 2020)

7 Strengthening Language and Identity: a case of Torwali Language. Zubair
Torwali (2018). Dimension: Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, Vol
Xlll, 2018. Page 23, Link: http://www.dimensionjournal-
group.com/2018/02/journal-publishing-volume-xiii.html

18

https://www.bbc.com/urdu/entertainment/2011/12/111221 book review
_ 2z (retrieved on Dec 10, 2020)
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(Muffled Voices: U7 2YIng f LG -LUZ (Last Vestiges of Torwali Culture)
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Yhttps://books.google.com.pk/books/about/Muffled Voices.html?id=r73fj
gEACAA)&redir_esc=y

2% https://www.blog.google/around-the-globe/google-asia/torwali-
language-and-its-new-android-keyboard

2! Early Writing in Torwali’. Zubair Torwali’s chapter in the book “Teaching
Writing to Children in Indigenous Languages” edited by Ari Sherris & Joy
Kreeft Pyton. Routledge, New York, 2019
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2 (Revitalizing Torwali Folk Music Using Media of Translation, Audio, Video. Zubair

Torwali (2019). Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Studies. Vol. 1, issue. 4. Al-
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I implore you my beautiful beetle of the high mountain

One, do not employ a middle man in love; two, don’t make Zo 77
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Kindi Center for Research and Development, Jerash City, Jordon. Page 214. Link:

https!//www.jhsss.org/Wp—content/uploads/2019/07/Paper—20-20 19.1.4-Revitalizing-

Torwali-Folk-Music-Using-Media-of-Translation-Audio-Video.pdf

* Ibid

* Ibid

* Ibid

2 Revitalizing Torwali Folk Music Using Media of Translation, Audio, Video.
Zubair Torwali (2019). Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Studies.
Vol. 1, issue. 4. Al-Kindi Center for Research and Development, Jerash
City, Jordon. Page 215. Link: https://www.jhsss.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/Paper-20-2019.1.4-Revitalizing-Torwali-Folk-
Music-Using-Media-of-Translation-Audio-Video.pdf

*” |bid

% Ibid
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Like the Oraan flushed down green foliage,

A stream of blood ran down my chest
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1. Entire Torwal knows how I conceal my love, Aunt.

I will wear this sweet shawl on my head, just as it was meant.
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2. Total two thousands Torwali know and so does the king at Saidu;

Yet. she is alive still! She did not die and hide her shame in grave.
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3. Like medicine are the air and water of our country
And, Hasina, people come to it from faraway to see
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4. There is nothing of more value than the clean climate of our country

The flowers of the highlands overwhelm us with their beauty
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5. Ifhe was a green tree I would take shade beneath him.

Everyone says the earth dries there, and I remain in the sun.
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6. The angel of death is like a gardener who comes plucking flowers
He chooses and takes the original Mamera from each of us
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7. lam adead tree, you will repent my love

I say exploring get your heart patient from me
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8. My love you made a marriage for yourself, a hundred hurrahs!
I am like the dead, remember me in your prayers.
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9. Poverty does not make one’s descent worthless

My love you are a pearl lost to the ocean’s depths.
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10. My love, the shroud of my lap gathers my tears
Ifthey fell to the earth they would cause forest fires
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11. The curse of my love is as the Indus River roaring;
It will sink you, for on both shores it will be tiding.
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12. As summer after winter, man has his day;

O, love, I will have my turn; you will have to pay!
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13. T'am like the spring that breaks from black ice
Come here to drink my love, quench your thirst
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14. My beloved is the purest Mamera of the highest peak

I will not wear this in my hair for fear it will break.
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15. My heart is like a creeper that wraps around a tree;

Take this axe whether spare or cut my head from me.
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16. We are all sinners on the earth and below the sky;

Salim, who knows the damnation of that world of afterlife!
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17. Sultan Zeba all these glaciers melt alike

Show me the spring from which to drink.
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18. How to fall in love is something I can teach:
A bread is cooked both sides with fire burning beneath.
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19. I'wishIhad wings to fly to Medina with
There I would see the shrine of the last Prophet (PBUH).
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20. A verse is a messenger; the foe will know of our love;
My beloved, never say it again; I implore you.
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1. My beloved sprouted like Samogol in autumn;
Like two bulls I and foe locked horns.
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2. I'was onthe quercus tree while the axe fell off my hand

As girls on the ridge of the tall deodar trees sang songs.
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3. Leave not outside the flock of your lord,

Make dish of milk and flour; go on eating it.
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4. Aunty Malmal Jan, you have a boy child in your arms;

Give him to the foe, and you come to my arms.
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5. Idonot pine for silk dress; will wear woolen clothes instead;

With beloved I would run away even I have to live begging!
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6. When you shake your bangles while climbing the charpai,

I getrestless; and like a moth want to jump into the fire.
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7. The cruel king once again bangs the road on his visit royal;

The widows and orphans will again cry and wail.
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8. Iprayed the bull will be taken to Buner for slaughter;
Iflogging of Chogor ever reach to the Indus River.
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9. Very tasteless is the plaan plant of the dried canyon

Soaked the girl in the rain shower along the hill in vain.
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10. Ttis snowing and filled Delli and Baksar full;

And hid the place where I and beloved met.
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“Language is the blood of the soul into which thoughts run and out of which they

grow.” — Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr.
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I am glad to read a journal with informative and original research on Gilgit-Baltistan, the
Wakhan corridor, Hunza, Swat, Kohistan and Chitral and that too in Urdu in a much-needed
journal edited by Zubair Torwali. This area is home to most of the languages, some of them
endangered, spoken in Pakistan and yet most people living in the large cities of the country do
not know anything about these languages or about the people who speak them. It is very
encouraging to find that most of the contributors to this first issue are people connected to the
communities which inhabit this area. | wish it all success and congratulate the editor and the
contributors to this maiden volume.
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